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CRIS Radio marks 30 years
of broadcasting to the blind

By Amanda Cuda
STAFF WRITER

Until she began volun-
teering with CRIS Radio,
Kathleen Miranti had no
idea how important obituar-
ies and store advertisements
could be to people.

Miranti is studio manag-
er for the Trumbull branch
of CRIS, a radio station that
bills itself as a talking news-
stand for the blind, visual-
ly impaired and others who
can’t read or access newspa-
pers and magazines. The sta-
tion broadcasts full articles
— read by volunteers like
Miranti — so that listeners
can “read” publications they
might not otherwise have ac-
cess to.

Over roughly a dozen
years of volunteering with
CRIS (which stands for Con-
necticut Radio Information
System), Miranti has learned
that listeners rely on the ser-
vice to get information oth-
ers take for granted.

For instance, it’s a way
to learn which items are on
sale at which stores. And it’s
a source for more serious
information as well. “CRIS
Radio is really important to
the homebound,” Miranti
said. “There’s no other place
that they can get the obituar-
ies, and that’s really impor-
tant.”

This year, CRIS, which
is based in Windsor, is cel-
ebrating its 30th anniversa-
ry. Though the radio station
started in 1979, CRIS opera-
tions director Scott Baecker
said he and other staff were
unable to organize a 30th an-
niversary celebration last
year, so the commemoration
got pushed back.

Regardless of its tardi-
ness, the station is planning
to recognize this milestone
with a variety of events, in-
cluding a fundraising lun-
cheon to be held 1 p.m. May
2 at the Hartford Marriott in
Rocky Hill.

The station is also open-
ing a new broadcast center,
at 315 Windsor Ave., in Wind-
sor. There will be a ribbon
cutting ceremony for the new
facility at 9 a.m. May 17.

When CRIS first began in
Hartford, it aired a daily, two-
hour broadcast that could be
heard primarily in the Hart-
ford area. Now, CRIS broad-
casts 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, from studios
in Trumbull, Danbury, Nor-
wich, West Haven and the
broadcast center in Windsor.
The news is read by about
350 volunteers, and heard by
roughly 4,000 listeners.

CRIS programming is pro-
vided free of charge and is
available on specially tuned
radios (provided free), and
other sources, including on-
line.

Baecker said the radio
station has survived all these
decades because it provides a
service that those with visu-
al impairment, and other is-
sues, crave.

Regular news radio and
television stations don’t pro-
vide the lengthier, in-depth
news that newspapers do,
Baecker said.

And many people, even in
today’s sound-bite obsessed
culture, still want to get the
full story on the issues that
matter to them. “News and
information drive our soci-
ety,” he said. “Access to that
is important. You can’t get all
the information you need in
(short) increments.”

Miranti agreed. “We fill a
void that TV and radio can’t
fill,” she said.

Volunteers at the Trum-
bull studio, based out of
Trumbull High School, and
the other satellite stations
specialize in reading news
that is local to their region.
Aside from local news, CRIS
offers world, national and
state news, as well as read-
ings from magazines, such
as Reader’s Digest, and other

print publications. As the
news industry has evolved to
include an increasingly large
role for electronic media,
Baecker said CRIS has rolled
with the times. Volunteers
sometimes read stories from
Yahoo! and other online
sources. But Baecker said
print is the preferred medi-
um for reading.

CRIS dedicates blocks of
programming to certain top-
ics and publications, and
Baecker said each listener
has his or her favorites. “Peo-
ple tend to listen to us the
way they watch TV,” he said.

But Miranti said the radio
station provides something
far more meaningful than ac-
cess to Reader’s Digest arti-
cles.

She first began working
with the Trumbull studio,
which is based out of Trum-
bull High School, after read-
ing a Connecticut Post arti-
cle about the service.

“I was in the radio busi-
ness before I got married
and had children, and I loved
it,” Miranti said. She also
had some experience read-
ing books for the blind, and
knew how rewarding that ex-
perience could be.

A lot of CRIS’s audience
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A Commoner Lays Out A Common Sense Plan For You To Get So Much
For So Little That Only Someone With No Sense At All Would Pass It Up

Dear Conmecticut Kesidenis,

M':n- mame 1% Jill Mermriom and 1°m Witing thes beller becoise
ihese davs common sense am'l o common., and 1'm meady 1o

sian a revolimion!

Here's What You Need Fo Know:

= HREAND NEW “Mromese™ that is madically different from anything you®ve ever seen i the cor business
SCar Buyer's Bill of Rights™ and posted it on the wall at my dealership
* Pay off your trade no matter what vou owe when you upgrade 1o a nicer, newer vehicle - extended by popular demand!

Back in 1776 Thomas Paime wrsle o pamphict called “Com-
mon Sense” that openly nsked for Amencan mdependence from
Britain, a challengms bbea at the tne. Paime used plain langunse
i speak o Amvencans and in the pamphilet he declared: “These
Are The Times That Try Men's Souls.”

= Gusranieed S2.000 paid on any trade-in, regardless of condition {this belps you twm o worthless old car into cash for
o down pavment)

o Chir goal 1= 100% credit approyval in Ajpnil

- T'hn I.IIT#F i* |,1|.1|1'|.' |,|,imd. for l|:¢ I'lrul 87 CHsioiers W h|.1 1':|.r_l,- H |,'..'.|r1|1.ih mn:rlllh!

o Call 300-470- 1813 1o talk to Kellie lo, my appobviment coordinabor,

A g kscal boeseness woman, |1'm the Cmer of Koy Hyvunelan), LT L P ron e Ta i i :

I have first hand knowledge of how trving ihe pas fos :u.c.r:ln have RS AAORY =3 S K oWt F ity B o

baeen For evervone. | wanl 1o belp case the pain and do something

by ke vourr Fifie g linde bit beter. As o car dealer what eoubd |

My Promise:

1"m oma mession b poi the Tun back mio buying acar and bring
respect and responsibiliny back 1w e cor business. ['m Bghaing
for you. |"m challemging my fellow dealers to chean up their scts
onid s trugh snd honesty first and profits second,

I"'m dedieating miyvsell o a BRAND NEW “Promise” that is
radhcally different from amything you've ever seen i the car buss-
ness, And Uve created the “Cor Buyer's Ball of Reyghis™ and
[nhlﬂl B on the wall al (41 dn:l]unhip .40 that EVeryine kabony
ouir cormmitEmed o a beller process and a betier experience, Bol-
tom lime..we're becoming o car dealer “For The People,”

One of the reasons we've been suceessiul over the yvears B
beecamse we've built and maimtained strong relationships with (o
grving kenders all pround the country, We Know wihich banks can
help with cerain credit stustions....so we can makch vour appli-
cition with the bank or banks that ane most likely to approve vou,
I'm calling this my “For The Pre-Approval Process™ and | am
cerinin it"s mong effective than any other approach oui there,

Primanly. my emtire stall and | are rededicating ourselves to
being PROELEM SOLVERS rather than PRODUCT PFUSHERS.
So whalever problem keeping vou from enjoving life a livde bit
driving a micer, newer cor_we wani 1o help,

1"mi  Tirma believer that if you treal people “|1I||.-:|1.|11|::.F ] ed-

weale them with the mos complete information available, they'1l

be em-pawered. they ‘Il be more informed and they "Il become . ; .

your customers for 1ifie And nght now 'm acklimg the three ligges! problems are

Erpk: fiace when buy lll1u'l better car, 9 out of 10 people face ot
st oie of these pmh LULH

My goul this month is 100 approval of all applicants!

Bomom lme, you deserve to be tresded with respect and homesty Warieldvr 't that be amiazing?

when biying o car. Anid thal’s what I'm promiseng. |'m aol in
business fo sell cars b make a quick buck, I'm in business o sell s 0
cars o (ind prest people who will stay with me for life.

S there it a5 that's my plam, Whot doovor think™ Do you
k. i wall woek™

I wand b busild o relaticnship with yoal._ ’
vialue o vour life... one
bt o brust s fatial mespect..
v search Tor an hones
car dealer nmd fenally give you a dealership vou feel comforable
doing business wiith for life. ] iiie

My mame is Jill Merriam. .and ['m A Dealer FOR The People.

a relatonship that adds Here's what vou need to do nexi:

come se¢ us in person at 566
- Bridgeport Ave., Milford,
LT or call us abend and set

. 1873, Make sure 10
Commaon |
Sense |

Mo probicm. Right now pay off your trade no matier what

a relalson-ship thead willl end .
you owe wheén vou upgrsde to a nicer, newer vehicle

do? . 3

Mo |'|r|1h||;|n H,:|_:I|| nodw, el pay a _5||:u'.|n|-|.'|..d
S22 0000 Jior any crade, running or nol, regardless o cone
dition You can use that extra money as your dovwn pay- |
mient on a vehicke that's mone reliable,

||.'II'I.1I.I|:||1 somie resenrch [vie Toumd thin 93 percent ol Amens
cans have MEGATIVE FEELIMNGS abow car sales process and |
believe the indusiry as a whole is beaded inthe wrong dinection,
What a shame! 5o ["'m changing the process and ["ve created o
commen sense deal that makes good personal Tmangial sense al

Hioww can | allord to de all thas? Well, | can’ 1 really, Iill[ !
i hnmne when o II'IiI.I'I:- |JI.II'IE'- sein 1o make no sense ol all,
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I"'m w0 serious about making o change that I'm going 1o q—"_
dligz il my oan pocket 1o make it happen. |"ve sat down
with my sccountnmt and anabyred this specal offer. We've
agreed that | can only aflford so do this for the first 87 customers
whior buy o micer, newer car thas month then | absolutely have o
= - shul the affer down.

This letter is meant e layout my mew plan and also 1o be a
wake i call o wiher dealers about how they treat people...o chal-

erapricd el us thai vou have “Canumon
berigang iddea af THIS time:

Sense” and that vou're reads 1o
join the revolution!
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