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CRIS Radio marks 30 years
of broadcasting to the blind

By Amanda Cuda
STAFF WRITER

Until she began volun-
teering with CRIS Radio, 
Kathleen Miranti had no 
idea how important obituar-
ies and store advertisements 
could be to people. 

Miranti is studio manag-
er for the Trumbull branch 
of  CRIS, a radio station that 
bills itself  as a talking news-
stand for the blind, visual-
ly impaired and others who 
can’t read or access newspa-
pers and magazines. The sta-
tion broadcasts full articles 
— read by volunteers like 
Miranti — so that listeners 
can “read” publications they 
might not otherwise have ac-
cess to.

Over roughly a dozen 
years of  volunteering with 
CRIS (which stands for Con-
necticut Radio Information 
System), Miranti has learned 
that listeners rely on the ser-
vice to get information oth-
ers take for granted. 

For instance, it’s a way 
to learn which items are on 
sale at which stores. And it’s 
a source for more serious 
information as well. “CRIS 
Radio is really important to 
the homebound,” Miranti 
said. “There’s no other place 
that they can get the obituar-
ies, and that’s really impor-
tant.”

This year, CRIS, which 
is based in Windsor, is cel-
ebrating its 30th anniversa-
ry. Though the radio station 
started in 1979, CRIS opera-
tions director Scott Baecker 
said he and other staff  were 
unable to organize a 30th an-
niversary celebration last 
year, so the commemoration 
got pushed back. 

Regardless of  its tardi-
ness, the station is planning 
to recognize this milestone 
with a variety of  events, in-
cluding a fundraising lun-
cheon to be held 1 p.m. May 
2 at the Hartford Marriott in 
Rocky Hill. 

The station is also open-
ing a new broadcast center, 
at 315 Windsor Ave., in Wind-
sor. There will be a ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the new 
facility at 9 a.m. May 17.

When CRIS first began in 
Hartford, it aired a daily, two-
hour broadcast that could be 
heard primarily in the Hart-
ford area. Now, CRIS broad-
casts 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, from studios 
in Trumbull, Danbury, Nor-
wich, West Haven and the 
broadcast center in Windsor. 
The news is read by about 
350 volunteers, and heard by 
roughly 4,000 listeners.

CRIS programming is pro-
vided free of  charge and is 
available on specially tuned 
radios (provided free), and 
other sources, including on-
line.

Baecker said the radio 
station has survived all these 
decades because it provides a 
service that those with visu-
al impairment, and other is-
sues, crave. 

Regular news radio and 
television stations don’t pro-
vide the lengthier, in-depth 
news that newspapers do, 
Baecker said. 

And many people, even in 
today’s sound-bite obsessed 
culture, still want to get the 
full story on the issues that 
matter to them. “News and 
information drive our soci-
ety,” he said. “Access to that 
is important. You can’t get all 
the information you need in 
(short) increments.”

Miranti agreed. “We fill a 
void that TV and radio can’t 
fill,” she said.

Volunteers at the Trum-
bull studio, based out of  
Trumbull High School, and 
the other satellite stations 
specialize in reading news 
that is local to their region. 
Aside from local news, CRIS 
offers world, national and 
state news, as well as read-
ings from magazines, such 
as Reader’s Digest, and other 

print publications. As the 
news industry has evolved to 
include an increasingly large 
role for electronic media, 
Baecker said CRIS has rolled 
with the times. Volunteers 
sometimes read stories from 
Yahoo! and other online 
sources. But Baecker said 
print is the preferred medi-
um for reading. 

CRIS dedicates blocks of  
programming to certain top-
ics and publications, and 
Baecker said each listener 
has his or her favorites. “Peo-
ple tend to listen to us the 
way they watch TV,” he said.

But Miranti said the radio 
station provides something 
far more meaningful than ac-
cess to Reader’s Digest arti-
cles. 

She first began working 
with the Trumbull studio, 
which is based out of  Trum-
bull High School, after read-
ing a Connecticut Post arti-
cle about the service. 

“I was in the radio busi-
ness before I got married 
and had children, and I loved 
it,” Miranti said. She also 
had some experience read-
ing books for the blind, and 
knew how rewarding that ex-
perience could be.

A lot of  CRIS’s audience 
members are homebound 
adults who might be lacking 
in companionship, Miranti 
said. 

Thus, the voice on the 
radio provides them not just 
information, but company. 
“We don’t talk at the listen-
ers,” Miranti said. “We talk 
to them, as if  we’re in their 
living room.”

For more information on 
CRIS Radio and its 30th an-
niversary events — or if  you 
are interested in volunteering 
— visit www.crisradio.org. If  
you are specifically interested 
in volunteering at the Trum-
bull studio, call Kathleen Mi-
ranti at 203-452-1574.
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